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BAR BRIEFS

the proposition that the defendant is estopped to deny either the existence or ownership of the property. HELD: That whatever may be the
rule in an action to enforce the mortgage in an action for conversion,
the question of the existence o' the property claimed to have been converted is not concluded by the covenants of ownership and warranty as
to existing property. There is no property to which ownership can attach, hence it cannot be converted.
A South Dakota Case
Hughes County et al. v. State Rural Credit Board.
This is a case of undoubted interest to the taxpayers of this state.
South Dakota has a rural credits law under which farm loans are made.
In its operation the law is the same as the law of this state whereunder
the Bank of North Dakota is making farm loans. The practice of the
Rural Credit Board of that state which administers the law has been to
pay none of the taxes upon the lands upon which loans are taken. Taxes
on such lands are unpaid in a large number of counties of that state to
such extent that the counties are seriously crippled financially. The administering officials have taken the position that no duty rested upon
them to pay the taxes, and that the lien for taxes is inferior to the lien
of a rural credit mortgage, under statutes substantially like statutes in
force in North Dakota. A mandamus proceeding was instituted to compel payment of the taxes in such cases by the Rural Credit Board. HELD:
That the lien of a rural credit mortgage is not superior to the lien for
taxes, and that it is the duty of the Rural Credit Board to pay taxes on
lands covered by its mortgage loans when they become delinquent, out of
any funds which it can use in making loans, as the payment of taxes is
an incident to the making of loans.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
An effort was made last year to have the standing committees of the
Association file their annual reports with the Secretary some time prior
to the annual meeting, without much success. The matter is again urged
this year, and sufficiently early to permit of compliance. With the establishment of this publication, there should be afforded full opportunity
for the practicing attorneys to know what matters are to be discussed
and acted upon at the annual meeting. If the various committees will
co-operate to the extent of presenting their reports and recommendations,
in writing, to the Secretary, by the 5th of August, the August number
of Bar Briefs can carry a summarization that will advise the membership sufficiently to enable them to, formulate their opinions and prepare for a proper expression of them at the meeting. Full and free
discussion alone may be expected to result in action that may be said
to be representative of the composite opinion of the Bar membership.
Free discussion may be obtained if the membership is confronted only
with a program, that is, it will be free discussion among those who
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happen to be present, but the urge to be present will be much stronger
if they know in advance what proposals are pressing for consideration,
and the greater the attendance the fuller will be the discussion and the
more representative the resulting action.
MINIMUM

FEE SCHEDULE

Various suggestions have come in recently concerning the matter
of a better and closer adherence to the schedule of fees proposed and
adopted at the annual meeting of the State Association in 1924. It is
recognized that only a limited number of the members of the Association expressed an opinion prior to formal adoption, but the matter was
in the hands of a capable and representative committee that gave the
proposals full and fair consideration. The general feeling of those present at the annual meeting was that the proposals were definite, meritorious and capable of practical application.
In some parts of the State local Bar Associations have formally
approved the action of the State Association, and few, if any, difficulties
have appeared in those parts. Such as may arise at any point ought
not to be of such a character that they can not be quickly disposed of
by conference or correspondence with the Chairman of the Committee,
Hon. F. T. Cuthbert, of Devils Lake.
LOCAL CHAPTERS OF STATE ASSOCIATION
One of the problems that confronts every organized effort, whether
fraternal, political or professional, is that of making effective the pronouncements of policy by the largest group. Rules, By-Laws, Codes of
Ethics, Fee Schedules, and innumerable other things may be talked about,
passed and promulgated, but effectual results will never be achieved
until the means of administration are also provided.
North Dakota is a large State, and even the advent of the automobile
has not reduced distances to such an extent that more than a small percentage of the total number of practicing attorneys may be expected to
be present at the annual meetings of this Association. A still smaller
percentage of them must carry on the business of the organization between times.
The Referendum was thought to be a way out, but that is a cumbersome, slow-working process, and its application here has never brought
more than a bare majoTity expression.
Suppose that every County now had a local Chapter of the State
Association. Then, suppose that a month before the meeting of the
State Association a synopsis of the reports and recommendations of
committees were transmitted to each local Chapter. Suppose, further,
that each of these Chapters held a meeting at which these matters were
presented, discussed and acted upon. And suppose, again, that these various viewpoints were presented at the annual meeting-and each view-

